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the guests. While this was going on, some officers arrived, who
forthwith scraped acquaintance \\iili the actresses. The Count
assembled all the company before him, spoke to each by name,
introduced a few jokes among his observations; so that every one
was charmed at the gracious condescension of his Lordship. At
last it came to Wilhelm's turn; he appeared with Mignon holding
by his hand. Our friend excused himself, in the best terms he
could, for the freedom he had taken; the Count, on the other
hand, spoke as if the visit had been looked for.
A gentleman, who stood beside the Count, and who, although
he wore no uniform, appeared to be an officer, conversed with
Wilhelm; he was evidently not a common man. His large keen
blue eyes, looking out from beneath .a high brow; his light-
coloured hair, thrown carelessly back; his middle stature; every-
thing about him showed an active, firm and decisive mode of
being. His questions were lively; he seemed to be at home in
all that he inquired about.
Wilhelm asked the Baron what this person was; but found
that he had little good to say of him. "He held the rank of
Major, was the special favourite of the Prince, managed his most
secret affairs, was, in short, regarded as his right arm. Nay,
there was reason to believe him the Prince's natural son. He
had been on embassies in France, England, Italy; in all those
places he had greatly distinguished himself; by which means he
was grown conceited, imagining, among other pretensions, that
he thoroughly understood the literature of Germany, and allowing
himself to vent all kinds of sorry jests upon it. He, the Baron,
was in the habit of avoiding all intercourse with him; and Wil-
helm would do well to imitate that conduct, for it somehow hap-
pened that no one could be near him without being punished for
it. He was called Jarno; though nobody knew rightly what to
make of such a name."
Wilhelm had nothing to urge against all this: he had felt a
sort of inclination for the stranger, though he noticed in him
something cold and repulsive.
The company being arranged and distributed throughout the
Castle, Mclina issued the strictest orders, that they should be-
have themselves with decency; the women live in a separate
quarter; and each direct his whole attention to the study of
dramatic art, and of the characters he had to play. He posted
up written drdinances, consisting of many articles, upon all the

